‘Subject: Education o o e

Background' Bulldmg support and understandmg of the need for restoratron of the ecosystem is’ "

. critical to the success of these efforts. Many of the concepts in habitat restoratoin are new and
“innovative, and the public needs to understand them before they will support these new ideas.

* An education | program would help the publlc understand the problems, would highlight the need

- to protect and restore the ecosystem, and would increase the acceptance of innovative restoratlon

. techmques Ecucatron efforts need to be simple, understandable, and make a  personal .

connection. This may cause individuals, and ultimately communities, to become active =
.pamcrpants in local protection and/or restoration efforts.’ Should this end result be achieved, it- o
will i 1mprove CALFED s 1nteractlons with commiunities and local Watershed groups '

- There are severa] _types of appro_priate educatibna]‘ activities:

1. ,Mass medla too]s such as brllboards radlo and telev:sxon advertrsements exhrblts o
 at museums and publrc OfflCCS and newspaper ‘ads all reach a broad segment of

.. the general population. ‘A general pubhc educatron program could be developed

- vusmg these tools . :

Adopt~a~Stream proorams provrde opportumues for loca] citizens and
communities to get involved in protecting and enhancmg local natural resourCes _
. Not only'do these. programs provxde great educational beneﬁts to both children
- and adults they also provide an understanding of the resource management -
o decxstons faced: bv the agencies. Adopt—a—Stream proorams ‘may evolve into- _
watershed conservanmes if grven the fmanc1al resources and encouragement to- do o
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S 30 }There may be a shortage of well—quahﬁed personne] avarlable to work at the grass g
roots:level to 1mp]ement theé many restoration projects funded through Category
I or identified as part'of CALFED’s Ecosystem Restoratlon Program Plan. In
. 'many cases, the actual restoration work is envrsroned to'be completed by non-
~agency personnel. In. order to develop a well-quallﬁed workforce, it is appropnate
to'develop and 1mplement a training program targeted at habltat restoratlon a
. techmcrans who wrll work wrth local. groups and conservancres

4. . As the ecosystem restoratlon ﬁeld contmues to grow, there wrll be a need to
" recruit skilled high school and college graduates.. Hands-on expenence through
' .mtemshlps and mentonng programs will provide these students with an msrght '
into this'type of work: and help gurde their career choice. Internshlp and
* . mentoring programs may be overseen by federal or state resource agencies, non--
proﬁt groups or local agencres such as Resource Conservatron Districts. ‘
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- Proposed Actlon. Provrde a focused gram for educational programs related to the Bay-Delta
ecosystem.” Appropriate types of educational programs include mass mecha, Adopt-a-Stream,
: habltat restoratlon training, mtemshnps and mentormg ' : S

Geographxc Area° Throughout the Sacramento RlVCI' watershed San Joaqtun Rlver watershed o o

Delta, Smsun Bay, and North De]ta

: Recommended Fundmg $3OO 000

. Coordmatxon. A crltenon for selectm g proposals to be funded is that they 1nc1ude coordmatlon- '
with any local conservancy, public educatxon ‘group, or environmental group which has existing = "
' pubhc education programs in p]ace It is also appropriate to coordinate with the programs ofthe -

Sdcramento River Dlscovery Center and Delta Scnence Center. Thls fundmg is not. mtended to

L duphcate exrstmg provrams but to ﬁ]l in the gaps
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